“Remaining Service Life”(RSL) is the tool we need to apply.
RSL generally uses data already being collected though the
agency’s pavement management system (PMS). Construction
and rehabilitation costs and performance can generally be pulled
from existing databases. Maintenance and preservation data can be
estimated until the agency gains actual experience with preservation
treatments and integrates maintenance and preservation costs into
their PMS.

For more information, please contact the National Center for
Pavement Preservation.

www.pavementpreservation.org

(517) 432-8220
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Historically, many highway agency managers and administrators
have tended to view their highway systems as simply a collection

of projects. By viewing the network in this manner, there is a

certain comfort derived from the ability to match pavement actions
with their physical/functional needs. However, by only focusing

on projects, opportunities for strategically managing entire road
networks and asset needs are overlooked. Although the “bottom up”
approach is analytically possible, managing networks this way can be
a daunting prospect. Instead, road agency administrators have tackled
the network problem {rom the “top down” by allocating budgets

and resources based on historic estimates of need. Implicit in this
approach is a beliel that the allocated resources will be wisely used
and will prove adequate to achieve desirable network service levels.

By using a quick checkup tool, road agency managers and
administrators can assess the needs of their network and other
highway assets and determine the adequacy of their resource
allocation effort. A quick checkup is readily available and can be
uselully applied with minimum calculations.

It is essential to know whether present and planned program
actions (reconstruction, rehabilitation, and preservation) will produce
a net improvement in the condition of the network. However, before
the elfects of any planned actions to the highway network can be
analyzed, some basic concepts should be considered.












